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This complex provides a notable illustration
of the significance of limestone as part of the
Washington County landscape and as a construction
material. Set on a ridge laced with rock breaks
is a stone house, a stone barn and several outbuil-
dings also constructed of the native stone. Like
most stone buildings in the area, they date from
before 1850,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm is located on the north side of Landis Road at a sharp bend in the road about one
mile west of White Hall Road southeast of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland. The house
and barn stand on a rocky limestone ridge and face southeast.

The house is a two story, four bay limestone building with a one story shed roofed stone and
frame enclosed porch. The stone end wall of the porch extends out from the main rear wall of
the house and may have been part of an earlier extension to the house. The walls display
roughly coursed stone work with some early inverted V pointing remaining. Flat arches of
stone are present above the openings of the front elevation. In general, the masonry of the
facade 1s more refined than that of the other elevation.

Windows and doors are aligned with each other in the walls but do not appear to be arranged
symmetrically. Window frames are narrow, some with ogee molding, and hold two over two pane
sashes which are replacements. Two pair of shutters with movable louvers remain in place.

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the east corner of the house. It shov
evidence of alteration in the form of new stonework at the east jamb of the door. A Vier “.an
period door and paneled jambs are present. A narrow transom remains above the door. A .
roofed porch now extends along most of the fromnt elevation. It rests on high stone piers to
accommodate the drop in ground level from the back to the front of the house.

The front slope of the roof is sheathed with standing seam sheet metal while the back part
has newer channel groove sheet metal. Brick chimmeys are located inside the end walls., They
are topped with a series of corbeling.

Protruding through the end walls in the gables are tie rods secured with star shaped flanges.

East of the house is a large stone end bank barn with a brick~lined round tablet in its south-
west end wall. Above it is another square tablet. Part of an early wood shingle roof remains
on the barn. South of the house along Landis Road is a one and a half story outkitchen and
possibly secondary dwelling. It is built into a steep slope being two stories in height at
its road facade. Apparently another structure was once added to its north end wall where in-
terior plaster and stove pipe openings can still be seen. A brick chimney extends from inside
this end wall. Also in the complex is a stone smokehouse with a wood shingle hipped roof.

The farm contains 109.85 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This complex provides a notable i1llustration of the significance of limestone as part of the
Washington County landscape and as a construction material. Set on a ridge laced with rock
breaks is a stone house, a stone barn and several outbuildings also constructed of the native
stone. Like most stone buildings in the area, they date from before 1850.

No actual construction date appears on these structures. However, they have characteristics
which suggest that they may have been built during the early 19th century, possibly during

1 second quarter. According to the Washington County Land Records, thig farm was part of
tus wnd purchased by Henry Landis from Samuel McCauley on December 22, 1832, It presumably
ren. .ded in the Landis family through the 19th century being sold in 1913 by William H. Landis
to George M. Kitzmiller (141/171)., Kitzmiller owned the farm briefly selling it in 1915 to
George M. Stouffer. It descended through the Stouffer family being sold in 1946 by Charles
Stouffer to the present owner.

The house may have been built during the McCauley or Landis ownership. It should be noted,
however, that Samuel McCauley owned a large amount of land in the vicinity including a Ca,
1800 brick house a short distance east of this complex., Presumably Landis Road got its name
from the Henry Landis family, as did Landis Run which begins on the property.

Land grants included in the farm are "The Resurvey on Meshack®s Garden," "Bond's Refusal" and
"The Resurvey on Old Fox Decetved,"
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